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Roos Schoenmakers

President ISCOMS 2024

Dear participants,

With great pleasure, | welcome you to the 31st edition of the
International Student Congress of (bio)Medical Sciences (ISCOMS).

| am proud that we are always handling according to our slogan;
‘Science Beyond Borders. We continue to provide students with the
opportunity to present their research at an international platform, L
acquire knowledge by attending the scientific programme, and expand their network by interacting
with other participants.

The theme of the congress is Future Medicine and for the first time, we will present daily themes, name-
ly Inclusive Health, Artificial Intelligence: friend or foe, Molecular Mysteries, and Planetary Health. The
themes are evident in the scientific programme, including day chairs, keynote lectures, and workshops.
In addition, the theme will also be highlighted at the Fountain Patio.

On Monday, the 3"of June, we start with the pre-course, a day in which enthusiastic students can im-
prove their research skills by attending informative masterclasses. New this year are the ISCOMS Medical
Talks, in which passionate specialists shed light on interesting topics in an interactive setting. During the
following three congress days, participants are able to attend full days of inspiring lectures, hands-on
workshops, and student presentations.

On Tuesday, keynote speaker Professor Michaela van der Schaar PhD, founder and director of the Cam-
bridge Centre for Al in Medicine (CCAIM) and the most cited female Al researcher in the United Kingdom,
will present a lecture about Al applications and Machine Learning in medicine. In addition, Professor
Anne Schwerk PhD will speak on her expertise about the intersection of Artificial Intelligence and pre-
cision medicine. On Wednesday, Professor Dennis Lo Yuk Ming MD PhD, recipient of prestigious awards
including the Lasker-Debakey Clinical Medical Research Award, will talk about his invention regarding
Non-Invasive Prenatal Testing (NIPT). Also, Professor Brian Kobilka MD, Nobel Prize winner in chemistry,
will give a lecture about his groundbreaking research on G-protein coupled receptors. On Thursday, key-
note speaker Professor Mukesh Kapila MD PhD will speak on the prevention and management of genoci-
des and recounts his experiences as a United Nations official.

There will be an interactive surgery where a vestibular schwannoma removal will be presented in an in-
terdisciplinary way. In addition, the patient lecture is about an exoskeleton for people with a Spinal Cord
Injury to allow them to stand up and walk again. After the congress, around thirty young and talented
foreign (bio)medical students will start with the ISCOMS Research Fellowships where they will join the
two-week research internships at the Research Institutes of the UMCG.

On behalf of the entire Organising Committee, | wish you all an inspiring experience and | hope you will
enjoy ISCOMS 2024 as much as we did organising it.

Roos
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Prof. Wiro Niessen PhD

Dean/Member of the Board of Directors
University Medical Center Groningen

Dear participants of the ISCOMS 2024 conference,

| would like to bid you a warm welcome to the International Student
Congress Of bio(Medical) Sciences 2024. The beginning of June is
always a beautiful time of the year in the city of Groningen. Spring
turns into summer, the days are long, and the city is lively. And there

is ISCOMS, the student conference that we at University Medical Center
Groningen (UMCG) and the University of Groningen are immensely proud of. Fully organized by students
for students, ISCOMS is one of the largest student conferences in the world and a truly unique event.

This year’s theme of ISCOMS is Future Medicine. This theme greatly fits with the mission of the UMCG,
where we aim to create the future of health; in all our activities, our main aim is to provide ‘more healt-
hy years. More healthy years for citizens in our region, e.g. through prevention, by providing accessible,
high-quality care, and by educating the next generation of health professionals. But also, more healthy
years to people all over the world, by translating scientific discoveries and novel technologies into me-
aningful innovations.

In the ISCOMS programme, the Future of Medicine is explored in four thematic sessions: “Inclusive
Health”, “Artificial Intelligence, friend or foe”, “Molecular Mysteries’, and “Planetary Health. Around these
theme’s, this year’s organization has managed to provide a wonderful programme, with great lectures,
workshops, and activities. We are very proud to welcome renowned speakers such as Profs. Michaela van
der Schaar, Anne Schwerk, Dennis Lo Yuk Ming, Brian Kobila (Nobel Prize Laureate), and Mukesh Kapila.
And | here would like to express my great gratitude to the organizing committee for preparing this won-
derful programme, and all the other hard work that is needed to organize such an event.

ISCOMS is a truly international meeting, and it is great to welcome people from such different places to
Groningen. With * attendees form * countries, * of whom will be presenting their own work, we can have
a truly global perspective on the Future of Medicine. Diversity and inclusion are important values for
UMCG and the University of Groningen, and | am sure this diversity will increase the quality of the discus-
sions and interactions at ISCOMS.

l invite you to take full advantage of the exciting programme of ISCOMS 2024. There can be such joy in
learning new things, in getting inspired by the passion of professionals. In addition, | hope you will have
an excellent time in Groningen. Conferences like these are also a place to meet people, to exchange ide-
as, to challenge each other how to create the best future for medicine, and, to have a good time. | myself
met many people in my early career during conferences, and some of them have become dear friends.

Wiro
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Executive Board

ISCOMS 2024

The ISCOMS Executive Board consists of nine (bio)medical students of the University of Groningen and is
working together with 24 members of the different committees to give you the best possible experience
at ISCOMS. Our goal is to provide students with the opportunity to present their research on an interna-
tional platform, acquire knowledge by attending the scientific programme, and expand their network by
interacting with other participants. Since the Executive Board was formed in May 2023, we have accusto-
med ourselves to the functions and responsibilities. Throughout the meetings we had twice a week, we
ensured that all tasks were completed and everyone was accurately informed.

In addition to our professional collaboration, we have also developed strong friendships. It is impressive
how a group with such diverse personalities managed to complement and support each other whenever
necessary. We have all learned a great deal during this challenging year and are very proud of the result.
We extend our gratitude to the entire Organising Committee for their incredible efforts in organising this
edition. Furthermore, we want to thank the advisory board, the junior advisors, and everyone else who
supported us throughout the year.

We are honored to welcome you to the 31st edition of the International Student Congress Of (bio) Medi-
cal Sciences and we wish you an extraordinary experience!

Roos Schoenmakers
Anke van Vliet

Adrian Naguib

Ali Eren Akkus §
/

Eva Hadderingh
Frederique Schimmel
Mas Arendsen

Iza de Wilde

Nick Meijer

/
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Advisory Board

As the congress is

, Prof. Paul de Vos PhD
organised every year by

Full professor of immune-

a new team of students, endocrinology at the
the advisory board can University of Groningen §§
assist in the continuity Advisor since 2009 |

of the congress. They
have helped to organise
ISCOMS for many years

now. Their expertise, - Meurs MD PhD
) A rof. Matijs van Meurs
experience and con Intensivist at the UMCG

tacts are of great sup- Advisor since 2016 < ° |
port to the Organising ’

Committee. The ad-
visory board consists of
three seniors from the

University Medical Cen- Robert A. Pol MD PhD
ter Groningen (UMCG). Vascular and transplant
surgeon at the UMCG

AdVvisor since 2018

We would like to thank Paul,

& Matijs and Robert for their continuo-

| us support, advice and enthousiastic
sy, participation. We greatly appreciated
=== and enjoyed our teamwork.
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President, Secretary, Treasurer

ISCOMS 2024

The president, secretary and treasurer are responsible for overseeing the Organising committee, as head
of the Executive Board.

The main task of the president, Roos Schoenmakers, is to lead the Executive Board. She is responsible
for the whole organisation towards and during the congress. Additionally, her task is to find suitable day
chairs and jury members.

The secretary, Anke van Vliet, is the contact person of the organisation. During this year she will work
closely with the president. Besides that, she will be responsible for all of the registrations, both online and
during the congress. She will manage the registration desk and will be happy to welcome you.

The treasurer, Adrian Naguib, is responsible for all of the budgetary aspects of the congress. As treasurer,
he is in charge of the incoming and outgoing money and he will manage the budget estimate for the
congress.

Furthermore, we will take care of the statistics of our congress, to improve ISCOMS for the coming years.
We are looking forward to meeting you at ISCOMS 2024!

Roos Schoenmakers
Anke van Vliet
Adrian Naguib
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Scientific Programme

ISCOMS 2024

The Scientific Programme committee consists of six young and enthusiastic (bio)medical students. It is
their responsibility to organise the scientific part of ISCOMS 2024. They are in charge of the keynote lec-
tures, workshops, pre-course, interactive operation and the ISCOMS Research Fellowships (IRF). Their aim
is to make the scientific programme of ISCOMS challenging and diverse. Besides this, they also supervise
the abstract selection and ensure that students can present their research in a plenary, oral or poster
session.

During the pre-course, the Graduate School of Medical Sciences will tell you all about the research possi-
bilities in Groningen at‘Your Future at the UMCG' You will have the chance to improve your research skills
in masterclasses and attend interesting speed-keynotes.

On three congress days five internationally well-established researchers will share their knowledge and
experiences with us in keynote lectures. There are also a lot of exciting workshops you can participate in,
ranging from practical workshops to patient demonstrations and interactive ethical workshops. Additio-
nally, you will have the opportunity to attend an interactive operation. So even if you are not very familiar
with research yet, you can visit the lectures, participate actively in hands-on workshops and gain new
scientific skills.

For students who are interested in doing research in Groningen in the University Medical Center Gronin-
gen (UMCG), the Scientific Programme committee organises the two-week ISCOMS Research Fellowships.
These short internships will take place directly after the congress and bring you into contact with resear-
chers. Another possibility in order to come in contact with researchers from the UMCG is the workshop
“Speeddating with Researchers”. This workshop will be organised during the congress and will provide
you the opportunity to talk to researchers of various Research Institutes of the UMCG.

We enjoy creating a challenging and diverse scientific programme for ISCOMS 2024 a lot and we are
looking forward to meeting you all!

i

Ali Eren Akkus
Georgina ter Haar
Jules van Eekeren °

Wibine Roelants

Yfke van Doorn

Chris Remerij
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Sponsors and Fundraising

ISCOMS 2024

ISCOMS cannot take place without its financial funding. The committee of Sponsors and Fundraising ta-
kes care of the financial resources. The Sponsors and Fundraising committee consists of five enthusiastic,
dedicated students who will make every effort to make this congress financially possible. They do their
very best to contact and inform companies in order to establish a good cooperation between the spon-
sors and ISCOMS.

Due to the fact that ISCOMS is one of the biggest student congresses for biomedical sciences within Euro-
pe and due to the numerous national and international students attending, ISCOMS has a great amount
of sponsoring opportunities to offer. Besides students, there will also be scientists, professors, researchers
and UMCG medical specialists attending the presentations, lectures and workshops. Hence making IS-
COMS very attractive for potential sponsors.

Being a sponsor of ISCOMS allows extensive prospects for both large and small companies to create more
awareness for the company, subsequently acquiring new business opportunities. Our purpose is to esta-
blish an agreement of mutual benefits. Companies can present themselves with an appearance of their
logo on for example our website or our congress bag, a stand or giving interesting workshops.

Apart from contacting potential sponsors, the committee will also subscribe several funds to support
ISCOMS. Besides that, one of the committee members is going to assist the treasurer with the finances
during the congress. They are also responsible for the journal subscriptions which the presenting partici-
pants can win during the congress.

If you are interested in supporting biomedical research and if you want it to be able to reach hundreds
of national and international motivated (bio)medical students or if you are willing to support ISCOMS
as a high standing platform to exchange in international scientific knowledge, please take a good look
around on our website! If you have any questions, please contact us and we are more than willing to give
you all the information you need.

Eva Hadderingh
Raven Osinga
Dido Jakel

Loek de Esch
Sacha Snoek
Martijn Eshuis
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International Contacts

ISCOMS 2024

The International Contacts committee takes care of the international part of ISCOMS. Their daily responsi-
bilities include the worldwide promotion of the congress, and taking care of participants who encounter
problems with their registration or experience other difficulties while preparing themselves for ISCOMS
2024.

The International Contacts committee takes care of the promotion by e-mailing, calling, and sending
promotional materials across the globe. In this worldwide promotion they are supported by our highly
motivated and valued ambassadors, who were inspired by their own ISCOMS experience. Click here to
see what ambassadors do and which ambassadors you can contact in your own country.

All incoming emails of students who want to submit their abstract or who are seeking additional informa-
tion about ISCOMS are answered by the International Contacts committee. They are also the committee
that has contact with the embassies when aiding students in obtaining their Visa. Lastly, they are respon-
sible for the Travel Grants for students that require financial aid in order to attend our congress.

As the International Contacts committee, we are constantly looking for new contacts around the world
that would like to help us with promoting ISCOMS 2024. If you believe you can help, please send an email
to iscoms@umcg.nl. If you have any other questions regarding promotion, Visas, ambassadors, Travel
Grants, and so forth, please send us an email and we will be glad to help you!

We hope to see you at ISCOMS 2024!

Frederique Schimmel
Philip de Knijff

Julia Scholten

Xander Hegeman
Aniek Perdok

Nina Ruys
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Hosting and Logistics

ISCOMS 2024

The Hosting and Logistics committee is responsible for hosting of participants, the social programme and
the logistics during the congress.

When the participants come to Groningen, they need a place to stay. Next to providing discounts on va-
rious hotels and hostels in the city, the Hosting & Logistics committee can usually offer a cheap and fun
alternative. In the stay with a student option, participants will sleep in a typical dutch student house. Next
to it being cheaper than a hotel, participants will get to socialize with students from Groningen and see
how they live.

Next to the scientific programme, ISCOMS offers a broad social programme for the participants to socia-
lise and have fun with each other.

The Hosting & Logistics committee organises a city tour, a salsa workshop, a formal dinner on Tuesday,
a “social evening” on which various activities were held and after the last day of the congress the World
Wide ISCOMS night. A night on which everybody dresses up in a typical/classical outfit of their country
and comes together to have a party to celebrate the amazing week they had. On Friday, one day after the
congress, ISCOMS will go to another Dutch city. There, the Post Congress Tour is held, a day with activities
and relaxing.

At last the Hosting and Logistics committee handles all the logistics at the congress. Together with the
Scientific Programme committee they provide the programme for the congress, as well as the plan of

action, a book in which every detail of the congress is laid out.

We hope you are as excited as we are and we are looking forward to seeing you at ISCOMS 2024!

Mas Arendsen
Anouk Vrouenaerts
Flip van Tongeren
Wietske de Boer
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Media & Branding

ISCOMS 2024

The Media & Branding committee is responsible for the appearance of ISCOMS and the online promotion
of ISCOMS. The committee consists of four creative and enthousiastic (bio)medical students who are con-
stantly renewing the looks of the congress.

Their main task is to deliver the graphical design of all material that will be handed out at the congress
and of all logo’s, flyers, posters, booklets and cards that are spread all over the world by our colleagues
from the International Contacts committee. Furthermore, they compose and design the Book of Abstracts
that will be available online for all students. This book contains information about the congress and the
people involved and contains all abstracts of participants who present their research at ISCOMS 2024.
The presenting participant guide is also the responsibiilty of the Media & Branding Committee; this book
contains tips and tricks to use while preparing for your presentation, the scientific programme, payment
and visa information and important deadlins for presenting participants.

Besides the graphic design they are the creators of the ISCOMS Promotion Film, Trailer and Aftermovie.
During the congress they will make sure every memorable moment is captured and shared with all the

participants.

They are also responsible for keeping everyone updated with the latest news about the congress via social
media platforms like Facebook, Tiktok, Instragram and LinkedIn and, of course, keeping you entertained!

We are very excited to welcome you to ISCOMS 2024.

Iza de Wilde
Bart Pastoor
Noor Brands
Marte Hamstra

L= S i \:;';;1.;-“
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Research & Development

ISCOMS 2024

The main goal of the Research & Development committee of ISCOMS is to innovate and improve every
upcoming edition of the congress. They establish this by extensive evaluation that helps us determine
what we can and should change. Also, they try to think of how it could be changed. The committee makes
sure the improvements are implemented at the upcoming congress. Brainstorming is a great part of the
committee’s task. Thinking of new ideas that will enhance the congress. These ideas come from the eva-
luation sheets that participants fill out and, for example, brainstorm sessions with the entire organisation
that our committee organises.

A good example of innovation of ISCOMS is the application for smartphones that has been set up and
launched five years ago. In the meantime, it has been updated by the committee and is improving every
year.

Furthermore, the Research & Development committee is responsible for the website. This means that, in
addition to providing the website with its lay-out, they also keep the website up to date at all times to
ensure you will receive the correct information.

Furthermore, they maintain partnerships with other student congresses, because these are vitally impor-
tant to the improvement of medical congresses in general. Each year they evaluate these partnerships

and look for possible new ones. As partners, ISCOMS tries to become an even more inspiring congress.

We would be delighted to welcome you to ISCOMS 2024!

Nick Meijer
Bauke Oostheim
Toon de Ruiter
Elise Verhees
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Ambassadors

ISCOMS 2024

The ambassadors of ISCOMS are participants or presenters from a previous ISCOMS who were so ent-
husiastic about the congress, that they decided to apply to become a well-respected ambassador. They
play a vital role in our international promotional campaign. Each year ambassadors are selected after the
congress and maintain the ambassadorship for exactly one year, until the next congress takes place. Ho-
wever, some ambassadors can be reselected as they provided such devotion to ISCOMS that they cannot
be missed.

The ambassadors start their main promotion in October. They share our social media posts and promo-
te ISCOMS in their country by distributing posters and flyers. Some of the ambassadors even organise
meetings or give presentations to explain how great their experience was at ISCOMS. The enthusiasm
and excitement that we wish to bring across to everyone all around the world, is accomplished by this
group of young excited scientists. We have ambassadors from over 35 countries worldwide, who we have
close contact with. On the website you can find all of our ambassadors
and their passion is evident in their words:

W & ume
“Iwas privileged to attend ISCOMS in 2022 for the first time and | learned so m
much through the keynote lectures, oral and poster presentations, laboratory o
tours, and many other educational and recreational activities.
ISCOMS is a great platform for students to present their research, e & umco
and learn from fellow students and researchers from all over the world 42 b
on different types of research they are conducting in their respective fields.” &

RGOMS

Alice Chimwemwe Mnyanga, a Master of Science student at the Kamuzu
University of Health Sciences and a Research Assistant at Malawi Liverpool Welcome Trust.

For any question about ISCOMS, Visa applications, travelling to Groningen, or anything else, please do
not hesitate to contact our ambassadors, as they will be more than happy to help you out. Their e-mail
addresses can be found on our website.

If ISCOMS 2023 also excited you and makes you want to share your experience with others, you can apply
to become an ambassador for ISCOMS 2025. Help us with our promotional campaign yourself!

ISCOMS 2024 SCIENCE BEYOND BORDERS




Ambassadors

ISCOMS 2024

We would like to thank the following
ambassadors for supporting us this year!
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Sabina Hasanzade
Azerbaijan

Gabryella Cunha Aquino
Brazil

Gabriela Esteves de Jesus Luisa Ludimila Leite Marzochi
Brazil Brazil Brazil
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Usman Ali Khan
Bulgaria

ADANNA Joyce
Emenikeonu
Georgia

- ‘;;,.*'11,
Unzila Saifi
Georgia

Ambassadors
ISCOMS 2024

Eduardo Villa
Chile

Rihana
Georgia

Elene Lipartia
Georgia

Kevin Saldarriaga Bedoya
Colombia

Elene Liluashvili
Georgia
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Maximilian Greiner
Germany
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Ambassadors
ISCOMS 2024

Du Hanh Yaa Owusuaa Offei Darko Bernard Annan
Germany Ghana Ghana

=
: N\
s
Eirini Dr. Pravina Kale Perminder Singh
Greece India India

" Aﬁ“‘;

Kahan Mehta Noora Jabeen Prastuti Verma
India India India
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India

Pratik Sarangi

Ambassadors
ISCOMS 2024

India

Nimrah Rehman
India

mari Gupta
India

Mohammad Mobin
Mirimoghaddam
Iran

Pravina
India

Niloufar Hazrati
Iran
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Niloufar Jafari
Iran

Ambassadors
ISCOMS 2024

L

Rami Edreis Gedo Abdalla
Kazakhstan
j‘%/ ij ;@? umc
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Alice Chimwemwe
Mnyanga
Malawi

Navid Kaboudi

Iran

Ahmed Alsoufi
Libya
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Glory Kaunda

Malawi

Dario Bottignole
Italy

Taha Nagib
Libya

Mexico

Saul Rueda
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Ambassadors
ISCOMS 2024

Sara Arechavala Theofanis Mavrepis
Mexico India Netherlands

Samson Savetka Drvarova Hristina Palazova
Nigeria North Macedonia North Macedonia

Anna Betkowska Hafsa Khalid Mazga Isabela Andreea
Poland Qatar Romania
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Ambassadors
ISCOMS 2024

Vasiliki Antonopoulou Syeda Sobiah Imad Yasir
Romania Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabia

Okunola David Ayodele Ademeta Esther Pheladi Mokoena

Serbia Oluwafeyisayo South Africa
Serbia

Sofia Cecilia Garcia Soto Rami Edreis Gedo Mert Egemen Caliskan
Spain Sudan Turkey
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Ambassadors

ISCOMS 2024

Uganda

Kapilraj Ravendran
United Kingdom

Zarnigor Umurzakova
Uzbekistan

@
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MS

Iryna Sokolnyk
Ukraine

Dr Rizana Riyaz
United Kingdom

Chenai Matowe
Zimbabwe

) 4 “a b
Sofia Chala
Ukraine

Krishin Yerabolu
United States
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Partners

AIMS

The Annual International Medical Students (AIMS) Meeting is an international medical congress hosted at
the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Lisbon, entirely held by students every year during the month
of April. With renowned national and international speakers and a huge range of practical workshops on
several medical fields, this is one of the most complete and alluring congresses for students in Europe.
Since it is a three-day congress, each day is based on a subject module and all the scientific lectures are
related to it. Besides this, there are also keynote lectures, Clinical and Scientific Competitions, a Research
Competition (poster, oral and plenary sessions) and a science speed dating session with doctors and re-
searchers. It is our main purpose to promote an enriching scientific setting for learning, interaction and
communication among students, health professionals and researchers alike. As we deeply value the soci-
al and cultural dimensions of the human being, the AIMS Meeting also includes a social programme and
a charity programme for all its participants.

AIMS

MEETING
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Partners

AMSA

Student’s Association (AMSA) International is a peak representative organisation for medical students
from across Asia, the Asia-Pacific and beyond. Training doctors from 16 members Nations and 11 Asso-
ciate/Observer Nations combine to share knowledge, undertake activities and create international and
transcontinental friendships. AMSA awas officially founded in Manila, Philippines in 1985, and from this
day it has been an active, dynamic and exciting student-led, not-for-profit, non-political organisation.
Today, with members and friends spanning the glob AMSA has an active student-exchange programme,
regularly undertakes national and regional projects, provides humanitarian assistance at times of need,
produces quarterly student publications ans liaisies with the World Health Organisation, the Association
of Medical Doctors of Asia and many other international and regional medical student organisations.
Since it was first stablishes in1979 and the first conference was held in Mahidol University of Thailand, the
Asian Medical Student Conferences have been a key focus for the organisation. Now it is held biannualy
in January/February and July/August. These events see over 700 students from across the world to learn
from each other, teach their fellow peers and develop lasting friendships. The AMSA Vision is Knowledge,
Action and Friendship. Three areas we continuously strive to in our members and peers through our or-
ganisational missions:

+  Knowledge: We promote scientific and medical activities to increase and expand our knowledge
whilst training to become the medical professionals of the future.

« Action: As medical students, we are concerned for the community around us and endeavour to do
things for the benefit and improvement of our fellow citizens.

«  Friendship: As future doctors, we aim to build and maintain a good relationship among our colleagues
of the Asia-Pacific and beyond.

L S 3

/4/,1 | \Q

SINCE 1985

AMSA INTERNATIONAL
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Partners

AMSC

The Antwerp Medical Students’ Congress is a project of the European Medical Students Association in
Antwerp, Belgium. The AMSC has been organised yearly since 2006. Our congress is perfect for all stu-
dents in the (para) medical field (medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, biomedical sciences and nursery) to
share their knowledge with students from across the world. This year, AMSC will take place from the 12th
to the 15th of September 2023. We will spend the first two days sharing all knowledge gathered by
research conducted by medical students, using poster and oral presentations. Afterwards, we will inform

you on the top medical practice, performed here in Antwerp and Belgium, through several interesting
lectures and workshop
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Partners

Braincoms

Braincoms is a unique opportunity for you to include yourself in the international medical context by liste-
ning to amazing internationally acclaimed speakers, practising and improving your skills at hands-on
workshops, building up a network with other medical students from everywhere, and much more! All this
in an engaging atmosphere with smart people, sense of humour, outstanding scientific quality and — why
not? — great food and social events! This congress has everything to add a lot to your personal and medical
formation. You couldn’t spend these 3 days in a better way. You can’t waste this chance!

The last edition of BRAINCOMS took place in Sdo Paulo, at UNIFESP - Universidade Federal de Sao Paulo,
Brazil, from the 17th till the 19th of November. Stay tuned for our next edition!

For more information, please, check our website: https://www. braincoms.com/

BRAINCOMS

BRAZILIAN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF MEDICAL STUDENTS

ISCOMS 2024 SCIENCE BEYOND BORDERS



Partners

@{OAN

Croatian Student Summit — CROSS is a congress organized by the Student Council of the University of
Zagreb, School of Medicine that has been continuously organised for 17 years in a row. The project was
started in the academic year 2004/2005 and it also involved Dental, Veterinary and Pharmacy-Bioche-
mistry Schools in the University of Zagreb. The eighteenth congress in a row will take place in 2023, at
the School of Medicine University of Zagreb, Salata 3. This year’s topic is Body & Mind. (This topic is only
regarding lectures.) Topics for poster presentations may differ. For more details about how to register and
participate in CROSS 18 visit our website: https://cross.mef.hr/en
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Partners

EMSA

The European Medical Students’ Association (EMSA) is a politically neutral, non-governmental, nonpro-
fit and independent organisation that represents students from individual medical faculties across geo-
graphical Europe. It was established in 1991 in Brussels, Belgium and is currently uniting 96 medical fa-
culties in 24 different European countries. European Medical Students Association seeks to improve the
health and quality of care of the European citizens, by acting as a conduit for increased interaction and
sharing of knowledge between European medical students in the areas of medical education, medical
ethics, medical science and European integration. The main objectives of EMSA are to establish a network
between European medical students in order to facilitate European integration and develop a sense of
European identity, to represent and voice the opinions of medical students of Europe and to promote the
highest standards in European medical education, science and ethics.

Our webpage: www.emsa-europe.org Official BlueMist blog: www.bluemist.eu

*
X
X

EMSA

EUROPEAN MEDICAL STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION ANTWERPEN
* x *
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Partners

ICHAMS

The International Conference for Healthcare and Medical Students (ICHAMS) is held annually at the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) to allow undergraduate healthcare and medical students to present
their research to peers and professionals in this field. Our mission is to create a platform for students
across the globe to interact with one another in order to challenge conventional methodology and en-
courage innovation in medicine. The conference includes workshops offered on a variety of topics as well
as keynote speakers representing incredibly impactful realms of medicine. Centred in the vibrant city of
Dublin, Ireland, we also encourage our participants to embrace the rich culture via city walking tours and
traditional Irish music. The first conference was held in 2011, and in 2013 the conference received the Irish
Healthcare Award for student project of the year. As we continue to grow as an international conference,
we are continuing to follow our mission of creating a global platform for innovation and medical research.
For more information, visit our website www.ichams.org or contact us at ichams@rcsi.ie!

ICHAMS

International Conference for Healthcare and Medical Students

E1L8
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Partners

ICMS

ICMS - International Congress of Medical Sciences is an international event that welcomes more than 500
participants every year. The congress gives the opportunity to students and young doctors from all over
the world to present their research in a set of Preclinic, Therapy, Surgery and Public Health poster and
oral sessions. We aim to inspire innovation and promote academic quality through an outstanding list of
hands-on workshops and keynote lectures by world-renowned scientists and doctors. The organiser of
the forum is the Association of Medical Students in Bulgaria — Sofia (AMSB-Sofia).

FOR STUDENTS
& YOUNG DOCTORS
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Partners

IFMSA

International Federation of Medical Students Associations of the Netherlands (IFMSA-NL) is an organi-
sation for Dutch medical students, situated at each of the eight medical faculties. Our mission is to offer
future physicians a comprehensive Introduction to global health issues. Through our programming and
opportunities, we develop culturally sensitive medical students, intent on influencing the transnational
inequalities that shape the health of our planet. Besides being the Dutch member organisation of the
worldwide federation called IFMSA, IFMSA-NL is also part of the European Medical Students Association
(EMSA). More information at: http://www.ifmsa.nl/

IFMSA
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Partners

LIMSC

The Leiden International (Bio)Medical Student Conference (LIMSC) is the largest biennial student con-
ference in the world. LIMSC offers the opportunity for medical, biomedical and life sciences students
worldwide to present their research, to participate in various state-of-the-art workshops, to be enlighte-
ned by prominent guest speakers and to engage in networking with fellow international students and
researchers. Furthermore, anyone just interested in learning about cutting-edge research at the frontiers
of science can attend the whole scientific and social programme without having to present their rese-
arch. LIMSC takes pride in being able to provide a high-quality student conference since 1999 and we
strive to improve LIMSC with every passing edition. This year’s edition of LIMSC took place from the 15th
till the 18th of March 2023
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Partners

WIMC

We believe that there is a huge need of international meetings for medical students. Such events pro-
voke discussion, lead to cooperation, provide inspiration and encourage young scientists to further
endeavours. Therefore, we would like to invite you to Warsaw International Medical Congress (WIMCQ)
2023 edition. Students from all over the world are welcome to register and present their research, at-
tend workshops, keynote lectures and thematic sessions. Students can choose to present their research
in many different scientific sessions including a Dentistry Session, Case Report Sessions and PhD Stu-
dents Sessions. WIMC offers a wide range of workshops — during the previous edition participants could
choose out of 30 different fields. The rich social programme is another reason for joining the congress

- the opening ceremony, gala dinner, medical students’ party and “Warsaw by night” are events that
should not be missed!

Please visit our website for more details: http://wimc.wum.edu.pl/

WARSAW INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS
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Partners

YES Meeting

The Young European Scientist Meeting (YES Meeting) is an annual international students conference
which takes place at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Porto, Portugal. After seventeen editi-
ons, the YES Meeting still aims to provide students with the opportunity to learn about groundbreaking
and innovative discoveries from world-class scientists, and, more importantly, to hence their motivation
in doing research! Therefore, the students have the chance to present and discuss their research projects
on Oncology & Molecular Biology, Neurosciences, Physiology & Immunology, Internal Medicine, Surgery,
Public Health & Medical Informatics. You'll also have the possibility to improve your skills with a wide
variety of workshops and enjoy the beautiful city of Porto through various kinds of social programmes,
where you can enjoy Porto’s great weather and its vibrant culture. We invite you all to take part in the
18th YES Meeting, which will take place between the 14th and 17th of September 2023, whether as a
Presenting or a Non-Presenting student. We are waiting for you!

() MEETING
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Partners

ZIMS

ZIMS is a medical congress that brings together medical students and young doctors worldwide. ZIMS
gathers students of biomedical sciences and young doctors. Definition of ,young doctor” is taken from
the statute of EMSA Europe as a person who graduated from medical studies in the last 5 years. You can
participate as active presenter (with poster presentation or oral presentation on MS PowerPoint), or as
passive participant. ZIMS is one of few conferences where young students and not yet affirmed scientists
have access to the world of publishing, thus becoming the only conference in Europe where the book

of abstracts is published as a supplement to a prestigious medical journal, ‘Lije¢nicki vjesnik; which is
indexed in EMBASE/Index Medicus. Moreover, the best works are published as full texts.

@ZIMS

ZAGREB INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL SUMMIT
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Partners

IBC

The International Biomedical Congress Sofia is an event, organized by students and aiming to unite a
medical, dental and a pharmaceutical symposium. It gathers hundreds of participants each year.

We provide the participants with Medical, Dental and Pharmaceutical Symposium as well as Junior Pre-
Course- a platform that allows students from all over Bulgaria with appearances and interests in the field
of natural sciences to participate for free in this special program.

Participants have the opportunity to attend various workshops, lectures as part of the scientific pro-
gram, divided in 4 clusters, Medical Universiade- a special competition, and last but not least the Ope-
ning Ceremony- a Gala dinner where participants have the possibility to immerse themselves in the
motivational yet friendly, warm and supportive atmosphere we aim to create.
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Junior Scientific Masterclass Programme

Sonja Pyott
PhD, Associate Professor Department of Otorhinolaryngology/Junior Scientific Masterclass Programme
Coordinator

About the Junior Scientific Masterclass (JSM) Programme

The Junior Scientific Masterclass (JSM) Programme organized by the Faculty of Medical Sciences at the
University of Groningen and University Medical Center Groningen (UMCG) offers a unique opportunity
for students enrolled in the bachelor’s degree in Medicine and Dentistry to enhance their scientific trai-
ning. Through the JSM Programme, students explore the integration of scientific research and clinical
care, engage in hands-on research projects under the supervision of established (physician) scientists,
deepen and develop their scientific knowledge and research skills, and gain the opportunity to tailor
education and training to their individual interests and career goals, including preparation for the (D)MD/
PhD trajectory.

Bridging the Gap: Training for Innovation in Healthcare

Physician-scientists play a crucial role in bridging research and clinical practice, both in translating rese-
arch outcomes into advances in patient care as well as reverse-translating patient outcomes to under-
stand their mechanistic basis. To fill the well-recognized shortage of physician-scientists, especially in the
northern Netherlands, the JSM programme was created in 1999 with the mission to provide motivated
and talented students opportunities to develop their research skills and ambitions and, thereby, train and
ultimately embed talented physician-scientists in the northern Netherlands. Beginning in 2001, the (D)
MD/PhD programme has given talented students the opportunity to pursue a PhD in parallel with their
medical studies. Most recently, beginning in 2012, the Mandema stipend was initiated to enable new
physician-scientists, (D)MD/PhDs, to combine their medical specialist training with research and establish
their own lines of research. These initiatives have together trained numerous physician-scientists who
now work successfully in the UMCG and surrounding hospitals.

Getting Involved in the JSM Programme

The JSM Programme offers numerous courses, research opportunities, and networking and mentoring
activities to develop your scientific knowledge and skills. You can see the full range of available courses
in Ocasys. If you're a student interested in joining the JSM Programme, please check out our website or
email us. If you're a (clinician) scientist who would like to become (more) involved in the JSM Programme
please also email us or check us out on the University Medical Center intranet.

Ocasys: https://ocasys.rug.nl/current/catalog/programme/JSM1

Website: https://www.rug.nl/umcg/education/geneeskunde/junior-scientific-masterclass/

Email: j.s.masterclass@umcg:nl

Intranet: https://intranet.umcg.nl/c/portal/login?redirect=%2Fjunior-scientific-masterclass&refe-
rerPlid=38980&p_|_id=2
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Graduate School of Medical Sciences

(GSMS)

Prof. dr/ Jolanda Smit, director GSMS

The Graduate School of Medical Sciences (GSMS) is the largest Graduate School of the University of Gro-
ningen. The GSMS is responsible for the selective masters and PhD education programmes within the
University Medical Center Groningen (UMCG). Research within the UMCG ranges from fundamental to
patient-oriented (clinical) research. The programmes available cover a wide range of research fields and
are aimed towards students with a background in areas including biology, biochemistry, biomedicine,
healthy ageing, healthcare, medicine, pharmacy, psychology and human movement sciences.

Prof. dr Jolanda Smit, director GSMS

1
;

Prof. dr Jolanda Smit, director GSMS

ISCOMS 2024 SCIENCE BEYOND BORDERS



Graduate School of Medical Sciences

(GSMS)

PhD programmes

The Graduate School of Medical Sciences (GSMS) offers different opportunities to prospective PhD stu-
dents. Support ranges from locating potential supervisors to tailor-made advice in line with the funding
structures you may have access to. Please consult our website to learn more about the types of PhD op-
portunities we have to offer.

Why pursue a PhD at the GSMS?

Internationally oriented

At the Graduate School of Medical Sciences, we are working with people from all over the worldX All of
our postgraduate programmes are taught in English and almost half of our doctoral students are interna-
tional! We encourage our students to complete parts of their programme in partner universities abroad
and to build connections across national and cultural borders.

Personalised programme

We encourage our students to become critical and independent thinkersX At the Graduate School of Me-
dical Sciences, you will follow courses and do research in small groups where personal interaction with
your supervisor is an important part of your education. As a result, our students design their research and
their programme to meet their own personal interests.

World-class research

The University of Groningen is a top 100 University: our researchers come from all over the world and
conduct groundbreaking research in an international environmentX Research within the GSMS ranges
from fundamental to patient-oriented (clinical) researchX The GSMS has organized all its research in five
research institutes and research programmes that each have developed research programmes around
specific aims and objectives.

Degree awarded: PhD
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Graduate School of Medical Sciences

(GSMS)

Master programmes
The Graduate School of Medical Sciences administrates two master programmes:
1. Clinical and Psychosocial Epidemiology

Clinical and Psychosocial Epidemiology (CPE) is a selective two-year research master. This two-year se-
lective research master’s programme is designed to educate motivated students through a challenging
and high-quality interdisciplinary curriculum. We focus on the prevention, development, and treatment
of both physical and mental conditions. Biological, psychological, and social aspects all play a role in such
conditions. In CPE students learn to unravel complex mental and physical health problems and how they
can contribute to better solutions by applying innovative research designs and statistical techniques whi-
le making use of state-of-the-art facilities. Students will be situated within the University Medical Center
Groningen (UMCG), and have the opportunity to work with unique data resources.

Track - Lifecourse Health Development

In this track, the focus lies on unraveling how chronic diseases and mental health issues develop and
progress over a person’s life through the application of a lifecourse perspective. Understanding the pro-
cesses leading to changes in health and wellbeing and improving prevention and treatment strategies
are key aspects of this track. While collaborating with renowned researchers and clinicians, you will learn
how a person’s age, stage of illness or stressful life events affects these processes.

Track - Health Systems and Prevention

In this track the focus lies on the application of a systems approach as a strategy for designing and eva-
luating population-targeted prevention programmes. Through the HSP track, you will acquire practical
experience during an internship, allowing you to put research into practice to make a measurable impact
on society.

More information: https://www.rug.nl/cpe

2. MSc Molecular Medicine and Innovative Treatment

The MSc Molecular Medicine and Innovative Treatment (MMIT) is a two-year selective programme desig-
ned to educate motivated students through a challenging and high-quality multidisciplinary curriculum.
Whether students aspire to work in or outside academia, we will prepare them for a successful career in
(bio)medical and pharmaceutical sciences. The programme is unique in that all the courses focus on how
to become a successful independent researcher. Right from the start, students will learn to become a cri-
tical evaluator of current research, develop their own ideas, and define the kind of researcher they want
to become.

MMIT offers a rare advantage by integrating clinical, medical, and pharmaceutical aspects. It covers a
wide range of exciting topics in molecular and translational medical research such as Immunology and
infectious diseases, drug innovation and development, neurobiology and neurodegenerative diseases,
cancer biology and immune therapy, cardiovascular diseases, and bioinformatic and system medicine.
Track: Innovative Medicine (IMIM)
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Research Institutes

Track: Innovative Medicine (IMIM)

Do you want to become an entrepreneur, start your own company to advance the research idea or medi-
cal device that you designed during your Bachelor or Master project? The Innovative Medicine track track
offers training for students to patent a research idea, write and pitch a business plan and finally bring it
to the market.

If you are interested in (@applying for) one of these programmes? Please consult our webpages for more
information:

www.rug.nl.cpe

www.rug.nl/mmit

Health in Context:

Research Institute for Prediction, Prevention, and Care

Director: Tineke Oldehinkel

Our mission is to promote public health and clinical care by facilitating high-quality research aimed at
understanding and predicting health trajectories, preventing the onset, relapse or negative consequen-
ces of disorders and improving the treatment and care of patients. Much of our research focuses on con-
textual factors associated with health-related outcomes, including interventions. Together we envision
shaping healthy futures for citizens, clients and patients.

Our institute covers fifteen research programs, which can be described by three research themes.

Clinical, cognitive, perceptual, and translational neuroscience
This research aims to better understand how the brain is involved in mental, cognitive, perceptual, and
motor abilities, and to develop more effective treatments for current and future patients.

Individual, social, and environmental risk and resilience
This research focuses on how risk and resilience factors within individuals and in their social and physical
environments influence the onset, course and consequences of disorders.

Movement, education, treatment, and care

This research focuses on how we can provide the best possible treatment and care. It involves, among
other things, promoting lifestyle management, evidence-based training of health professionals, and tre-
atments that are cost-effective and optimally geared to patients’ needs.

MoHAD:

Research Institute for Mechanisms of Health, Ageing and Disease (MoHAD)

Director: Marco Demaria

The mission of MoHAD is to foster knowledge and promote collaboration among fundamental, transla-
tional and clinical researchers to understand and target disease mechanisms. With a deeper understan-
ding of the mechanisms that regulate health and pathology, we strive to develop innovative therapeutic
applications for multiple morbidities and for extension of healthy longevity.
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Research Institutes

Themes:

+ Oncology (Theme lead — Marcel van Vugt)

« Cardiovascular and Renal (Theme lead — Udo Mulder)
+ Aging and Development (Theme lead - Ellen Nollen)

Precision:

Personalized medicine research institute Groningen (PRECISION)

Director: Debbie van Baarle

The mission of Precision is to foster innovative research in the development of diagnostic and therapeu-
tic strategies aimed at advancing personalized care. To achieve this, we aim to create an open, inspiring,
translational environment to facilitate multidisciplinary scientific excellence towards novel personalized
treatments with scientific, economic and/or societal impact. Researchers from UMCG and GRIP actively
participate within this institute.

The research is embedded in 3 themes:

1. Innovative technologies for diagnostics, treatment and transplantation (Theme lead - Bart Cornelissen).
Within this theme, we will develop novel medical technologies to identify and monitor disease, to impro-
ve (specificity of) treatments and to enhance survival after transplantation.

2. Drug development and therapeutic strategies (Theme leads — Patrick van Rijn, Reinoud Gosens (GRIP)).
We aim to improve drug therapies by discovery of novel drug targets, development of new (small mo-
lecule and biological) drug entities and therapeutic strategies, improved delivery of these drugs, and
evaluation of drug use in the real world (from preclinical to application).

3. Microbes, inflammation and immunity (Theme lead - Jill Moser).
We will focus on conditions in which homeostasis is disturbed by pathogens or imbalances in host and
inflammatory pathways in order advance immunomodulatory therapies and vaccine development.
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Graduate School of Medical Sciences

(GSMS)

European Research Institute for the Biology of Ageing (ERIBA)

Research in ERIBA is strongly connected with education and training of the future generation of Biology-
of-Ageing researchers. ERIBA aims to be “the place to be”for the best students by offering comprehensive
training in some of the top Biology-of-Ageing laboratories in the world. We have developed a cutting-
edge graduate curriculum in Ageing biology in which students will be exposed to a wide variety of model
systems and approaches. The extensive training experience of the international faculty at ERIBA in other
research institutes worldwide ensures an optimal educational and research environment.

Undergraduate students

ERIBA welcomes applications from undergraduate (pre-BSc and MSc) students who wish to pursue an
internship in one of the ERIBA labs. Students would typically be enrolled at a biomedical, chemical, phar-
maceutical, medical or bioinformatic programme at their home University or University of Applied Scien-
ces (“Hogeschool”). Prospective students are invited to explore the different research teams on the ERIBA
website, and motivate in their application the interest for the lab of their choice. Although some short-
term internships may be available, we prefer rotations that last for 5 months or longer.

PhD students

ERIBA offers an exciting environment to pursue a PhD degree in the Biology of Ageing. We aim to train
PhD students to become independent, creative, multi-skilled scientists. Students devote most of their
time to their own research project, but will be enriched by and benefit from the complimentary research
activities in neighbouring labs. A large variety of courses, all taught in English, is available for PhD stu-
dents to acquire additional skills. A PhD degree from one of the ERIBA labs will optimally prepare students
for the next phase in their University or corporate career. PhD students in ERIBA will be enrolled in the
Graduate School of Medical Sciences and defend their thesis at the University of Groningen. PhD projects
in ERIBA typically will last 4 years.

Postdoctoral fellow

We are always searching for outstanding postdoctoral candidates with a proper training in molecular or
cell biology who wish to solve scientific questions in ageing scienceX We encourage postdoctoral candi-
dates to directly contact one of the ERIBA Principal Investigators to explore job opportunities.

For more information, please visit https:www.eriba.umcg.nl
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Programme ISCOMS 2024
Day chairs

Jury chair + members
Awards

Focus: Future Medicine
Keynote lectures
Interactive Operation
Workshops

ISCOMS Corporate Member Meeting
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Programme ISCOMS 2024

Monday 3" of June 2024 - Pre-course (GMT +2)

08:15-09:00
09:00 - 09:30
09:30-11:10
11:10-11:50
11:50-13:20
13:20 - 14:20
14:20 - 15:35
15:45 - 16:45
16:45-17:15
17:15-17:30
19:00 - 23:00

Registration

Day opening
Masterclass

Break

Science Elective

Lunch + Meet the Expert
ISCOMS Medical Talks
Speed keynote lectures
Your Future at the UMCG
Day closing

Social programme

Tuesday 4" of June 2024 - Congress day 1 (GMT +2)

07:45 - 08:30
08:30-09:00
09:00 - 10:00
10:00-11:05
11:05-11:50
11:50-13:05
13:05-14:20

14:20 - 15:45
15:45-16:15
16:15-17:15
17:15-17:40
19:30 - 23:30

Registration

Opening ceremony
Keynote lecture |
Poster session |

Break

Workshops |

Lunch + Research & Academic
Fair + Meet the Expert
Oral session |

Break

Keynote lecture Il
Closing ceremony
Formal dinner
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Programme ISCOMS 2024

Wednesday 5™ of June 2024 - Congress day 2 (GMT +2)

08:30 - 09:00
09:00 - 09:15
09:15-10:15
10:15-11:20
11:20-11:50
11:50-13:05
13:05-14:05

14:05 - 15:20

15:20-15:35
15:35-16:35
16:35-17:35
17:35-17:50
19:00 - 22:30

Thursday 6™
08:30 - 09:00
09:00 - 09:15
09:15-10:15
10:15-11:15
11:15-11:45
11:45-13:00
13:00 - 14:00
14:00 - 15:25
15:25 - 15:55
15:55-17:00

17:00-17:45
19:00 - 22:00
22:00-02:00

Registration

Opening ceremony
Keynote lecture llI
Poster session |l

Break

Workshops Il

Lunch + Career & Internship
Fair + Meet the Expert
Operation: Vestibular
Schwannoma Removal
Break

Plenary session |
Keynote lecture IV
Closing ceremony
Recreational evening

of June 2024 - Congress day 3 (GMT +2)

Registration

Opening ceremony
Keynote lecture V

Plenary session Il

Break: Meet the Expert
Workshops Il

Lunch

Oral session I

Break

Patient Lecture: Spinal Cord
Injury- Project MARCH
Award & closing ceremony
Buffet

World Wide ISCOMS Night
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Monday the 3"of June

Derya Yakar MD PhD

Dr. Derya Yakar is an abdominal radiologist. Her academic journey began with
a PhD in prostate MRI at Radboudumc, followed by a residency in radiology
at the same institution. Dr. Yakar’s dedication to research led her to complete
a fellowship under the aegis of the European School of Radiology (ESOR) at
the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC) in New York.

In 2016, she joined the University Medical Center Groningen (UMCG) and
then, in 2021, the Netherlands Cancer Institute (NCI) as a staff radiologist. She
specializes in the development and implementation of Al algorithms in radio-
logy. Dr. Yakar has successfully secured several research grants from presti-
gious organizations such as Health Holland, NWO, and the Hanarth Fund. Her
primary goal is to enhance the diagnostic accuracy of radiological techni-
ques, such as CT and MRI, by streamlining imaging protocols and increasing
the level of automation in radiologists’ daily workflows. This approach aims

to improve healthcare accessibility and affordability by optimizing the use of
resources, including equipment and personnel.

In addition to her technical contributions, Dr. Yakar collaborates closely

with social science experts and actively involves patients to ensure equita-
ble healthcare practices. She is an editorial board member of international
journals such as European Radiology and Diagnostics. In 2024, she will join
the European Institute for Biomedical Imaging Research (EIBIR) as a Member
of the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB). Her responsibilities in this role include
providing expert advice and addressing policy-related questions from Euro-
pean Commission bodies and other international organizations.

Her research covers a broad range of topics including prostate MRI, Al in
healthcare, patient-centric healthcare, and leadership. Dr. Yakar is committed
to integrating these innovations into the education and training of residents.
She is equally dedicated to promoting equity in the academic field, currently
working on a mentor-sponsorship program aimed at elevating female physi-
cian-scientists into leadership roles. This initiative reflects her commitment to
ensuring equal opportunities for all in climbing the academic ladder.
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Tuesday the 4" of June

Prof. Wiro Niessen PhD

Wiro Niessen is Dean of the Faculty of Medical Sciences, University of Gronin-
gen, and board member of University Medical Center Groningen since Fe-
bruary 2023. He is also professor in Al in medical imaging and health. He has

a background in physics and medical imaging, obtaining his MSc and PhD at
Utrecht University. Part of this MSc/PhD trajectory was carried out at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Madison, and Yale University, respectively. He previously
worked at Erasmus MC, University Medical Center Rotterdam, and Delft Univer-
sity of Technology, leading a large research group on biomedical image analy-
sis.

His research interests are in the development, validation and responsible
implementation of Al in health. In this domain, he has primarily worked in the
field of medical imaging, imaging genetics and computer-aided interventi-
ons. He supervised more than 60 PhD students in these fields. In 2023, he was
named most influential researcher in Radiology in Europe by AuntMinnie. Wiro
Niessen is fellow and, from 2016-2019 was president of the MICCAI Society, the
premier international society in medical image computing and computer-assis-
ted interventions.

From 2020-2023, Wiro Niessen was CTO and board member of Health-RI, an
initiative which aims to develop a national health data infrastructure for reuse
of data for research and innovation; Health Rl received a 69 MEuro Innovation
grant of the Dutch government in 2021. In 2015 he received the Simon Stevin
award, the largest prize in Applied Sciences in the Netherlands. In 2005 he was
elected to the Dutch Young Academy and in 2017 he was elected to the Ro-
yal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences. In 2023 he was elected to the
Netherlands Academy of Engineering.

In 2012 Wiro Niessen founded Quantib, an Al company in medical imaging,
where he acted as scientific lead until 2022. Quantib currently employs about
50 fte, and has multiple FDA approved products in MR brain image analysis,
and MR prostate image analysis. In January 2022 Quantib was acquired by Rad-
Net, the largest provider of outpatient radiological imaging services in the US.
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Wednesday the 5% of June

Prof. Marthe Walvoort PhD

Associate Professor of Chemical Glycobiology at the Stratingh Institute for
Chemistry at the University of Groningen.

Marthe Walvoort obtained her PhD degree in 2012 (cum laude) at Leiden Uni-
versity (the Netherlands) on the organic chemistry of carbohydrates. This was
followed by a postdoctoral period in the glycobiology group of Prof. Barbara : :
Imperiali at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Boston, USA). Intheend of . | = "= =
2015, Walvoort joined the University of Groningen as Assistant Professor and
Rosalind Franklin fellow in the Chemical Biology division at the Stratingh Insti-
tute for Chemistry, and she was promoted to Associated Professor in Chemical ‘

Glycobiology in 2021. She received the KNAW Early Career Award and NWO ~
Athena Award (2021), and obtained a competitive ERC-Starting Grant (2022). ’

In her research, Walvoort combines her expertise in (organic) chemistry with | i\i Y 4 ‘

biochemistry to unravel the impact of sugars in health and disease.
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Thursday the 6" of June

Prof. Marie-José van Tol PhD

Marie-José van Tol (1980) is a cognitive neuroscientist, fascinated by how

the brain contributes to getting stuck in enduring periods of depression.

She works as a professor of Mood & Cognition at the Cognitive Neuroscience
Center of the University Medical Center Groningen. She studied clinical- and
health psychology at the University Utrecht, after which she worked as a
psychologist in nursing home for people with psychogeriatric problems. In
2011 she obtained her PhD at the University of Leiden. Her thesis focused on
the shared and unique brain abnormalities in people suffering from depressi-
on and anxiety disorders. After several post-docs at the universities of Leiden,
Groningen and Magdeburg (Germany), she started her own research line
focusing on understanding the neurocognitive mechanisms associated with
the long-term course of depression in 2015. For her work she received multiple
grants to study the neurocognitive effects of preventive treatments.

For understanding what causes one individual to suffer from psychiatric
problems repeatedly and for long periods of time, while another individual
seems resilient to massive disruptions of normal mood and behavior, she uses
functional MRI, cognitive and behavioral testing, diary methods, and psychop-
hysiological measures including pupillometry. She often designs and carries
out randomize controlled intervention studies using non-pharmacological
techniques. Current treatment trials involve interventions with cognitive the-
rapy, behavioral activation, mindfulness, non-invasive brain stimulation, and
complex skill training (including language and music).

Marie-José prefers to work interdisciplinary, because combining techniques
and knowledge from different fields is in her opinion necessary to move
forward in understanding the complex and multifactorial basis of psychiatric
disorders (including major depressive disorder, anxiety disorders, schizophr-
enia) and psychiatric phenomena (including anhedonia, apathy, rumination,
emotional dysregulation, and suicide). She collaborates with colleagues from
clinical psychology, epidemiology, artificial intelligence, psychiatry, cognitive
psychology, and applied linguistics.

She is a member and the chair of the Young Academy (De Jonge Akademie) of
the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW). In this role, she
contributes to changing how we recognize and reward academic excellence
and put more emphasis on team science and scholarship.
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Jury Chair
Prof. Hjalmar Bouma; MD, PhD, EuCP

Consultant Internal Medicine, specialized in Acute Medicine and Pharmaco-
logy

Hjalmar Bouma is a physician-researcher with a strong dedication to im-
proving the lives of acutely ill patients through research. He received his

MD and PhD with honors and specialized in internist-acute medicine, with
additional training in experimental and clinical pharmacology and immuno-
logy. During his PhD research, which he conducted in collaboration with
Heidelberg University (Germany), the National Institutes of Health (Bethes-
da, USA), the University of Wisconsin (USA), and the University of Aberdeen
(Scotland), he focused on the effects of metabolic stress induced by acute
illness on the immune system, with relevance to acute kidney injury (AKI)
and studied protective mechanisms of hibernating animals. His training pro-
vides him with extensive knowledge to successfully translate fundamental
findings on the molecular mechanisms of disease into drug development.

His current work consists of caring for acutely ill patients at the Emergency
Department (ED), including the coordination of the flow of patients at the
ED to maintain acute care capacity. He is the course director of the Clini-

cal Pharmacology training program and leads a translational research line
dedicated to improving outcomes for patients with sepsis by improving
recognition of early sepsis and developing personalized medicine. To learn
from individual differences in early sepsis, clinical data, and biomaterials
from thousands of acutely ill patients per year are collected by the Acute-
lines data-biobank (www.acutelines.nl) that facilitates the identification of
(risk) markers predictive of response to therapy. Biomarkers associated with
clinical outcomes in patients are further dissected in pre-clinical models to
identify novel therapeutic targets. He is fascinated by hibernation: specific
adaptations render the animals resistant to metabolic stress, which can ser-
ve as a blueprint for developing new therapies and has already resulted in a
patented drug for sepsis. His research group is a dynamic blend of (techni-
cal) clinicians and experts in data and life sciences (more information: www.
sepsisresearch.nl). He is a board member of the Dutch Sepsis Foundation
(SepsisNet) and associate editor of Frontiers in Nephrology.

“Throughout my career, | have been intrigued by the molecular aspects of
life and exploring the mechanisms that underlie human disease by funda-
mental and translational research. Already during my study in Medicine,

| became involved in scientific research. Brainstorming about biomedical
challenges with smart, dedicated, and creative people from different back-
grounds is something that gives me a lot of energy. ISCOMS has contributed
to my career at its early stage by allowing me to interact with peers and
provide a lot of inspiration for my research!”
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EmProf. Cees. Th. Smit Sibinga MD PhD

Expert Advisor World Health Organisation

EmProf. Cees Th. Smit Sibinga is a clinical haematologist and specialist of
Transfusion Medicine. He is a special professor of International Development
of Transfusion Medicine at the University of Groningen. He has been involved
in the development of Transfusion Medicine, quality systems and manage-
ment for developing economies since 1980 through his work with the World
Health Organization (WHO). At the WHO, he has been the regional coordina-
tor of the global Quality Management Project for the Europe region. For 25
years he has served as the Managing Director of Sanquin Division Blood Bank
North Netherlands in Groningen. From 1993 until 2005 the Blood Bank incor-
porated the WHO Collaborating Center for Blood Transfusion and the WFH
International Hemophilia Training Center in Groningen.

EmProf. Cees Th. Smit Sibinga is the founder of the Dutch Blood Bank Inspec-
tion and the Accreditation Program and the Hemovigilance system. Besides
this, he is the founder of the Academic Institute for International Develop-
ment of Transfusion Medicine at the UMCG. This institute used to provide a
post-academic Master’s in Management of Transfusion Medicine, which is
now part of the Master’s programme of the University of Groningen Graduate
School of Medical Sciences. EmProf. Smit Sibinga is still deeply involved in
transfusion medicine and related health sciences research focused on deve-
loping countries. He serves the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region as a Lead
Technical Adviser in their Strategic Framework for Blood Safety and Availabili-
ty 2016-2025 and its priority interventions.
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Prof. Joke Spikman PhD

Professor and head of the sub-department of Clinical Neuropsychology within
the Department of Neurology at the UMCG

Professor Dr. J. M. (Joke) Spikman is a professor of Clinical Neuropsychology
in Neurological Disorders at the UMCG, Groningen. In addition, she is a regis-
tered Clinical Neuropsychologist and serves as the head of the sub-depart-
ment of Clinical Neuropsychology within the Department of Neurology at the _
UMCG. She studied Neuro- and Biopsychology at the University of Groningen | §
(RUG) with Methodology and Functional/Cognitive Psychophysiology as
minor subjects. In 2001, she earned her doctorate degree cum laude from the
Faculty of Medicine at RUG, for her research on frontal damage and executive
dysfunction following traumatic brain injury.

Since 1995, Professor Spikman has been employed at the UMCG, where she
conducts neuropsychological diagnostics for patients with neurological di-
sorders as part of patient care. At the same time, she worked at Rehabilitation
Friesland for many years, where she conducted neuropsychological diagnos-
tics and treatment for patients with brain injuries.

Her expertise lies in disorders of the ‘prefrontally regulated’ brain functions,
such as attention, executive functions, and social cognition. Specifically, she
focuses on how these relate to adaptive functioning in daily life and indica-
tors of brain damage in patients with neurological disorders. Her research is
about identifying determinants of such disorders and developing sensitive
neuropsychological tests and effective neuropsychological treatments. It pri-
marily involves patients with acute neurological disorders, in particular: trau-
matic brain injury, stroke, and subarachnoid hemorrhage. Professor Spikman
is also engaged in research into other neurological disorders such as brain
tumors, dementia, and movement disorders.
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Sonja Pyott PhD
Associate Professor in the Department of Otorhinolaryngology at the UMCG

Sonja Pyott PhD is an Associate Professor in the Department of Otorhi-
nolaryngology at the University Medical Center Groningen in the Nether-
lands. She is also involved in medical and graduate education at the Universi-
ty of Groningen.

Her research focuses on the molecular and cellular neuroscience of auditory
and vestibular systems. It integrates investigation of 1) fundamental biology
of sensory transduction in the inner ear; 2) pathophysiology underlying
hearing and balance disorders; and 3) consequences of hearing and balance
disorders on health and wellbeing. The goal of her research is to develop new
strategies for prevention and treatment of hearing and balance disorders.

To achieve this goal, Sonja Pyott PhD uses an interdisciplinary toolkit that
leverages physiological, imaging, transcriptomic, genomic, comparative and
evolutionary approaches to investigate the auditory and vestibular pathways
in animal models and humans. Offering excellent scientific and academic
training to students at various academic levels is central to her research.

Her academic training includes a Fulbright Scholarship at the Max Planck
Institute for Biological Chemistry in Gottingen, Germany, a PhD from Stanford
University, and postdoctoral research at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.
She has extensive experience coordinating interdisciplinary and international
research collaborations and organizing top-tier scientific training. She serves
as the Coordinator of the European MSCA PROVIDE doctoral network and
oversees all network activities.
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Ymke van Ginkel MD

A PhD candidate within the departments of Gastroenterology and Dermatology

Ymke van Ginkel is currently engaged in impactful research at the University
Medical Centre Groningen (UMCG) as a PhD candidate within the depart-
ments of Gastroenterology and Dermatology. Prior to her current role, Ymke
pursued her academic journey at the University of Groningen, where she
attained her degree in medicine in 2023.

At UMCG, Ymke's research focuses on the application of fluorescent imaging

in various diseases. She is particularly involved in clinical trials aimed at under-
standing the mechanisms of biological treatments like ustekinumab and ada-
limumab in conditions such as inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), rheumatoid
arthritis (RA), and psoriasis. Additionally, she conducts research on esophageal
cancer and the application of immunotherapy. Her aspiration is to enhance
our ability to predict who will benefit from immunotherapy and who will not,
ensuring that every patient receives personalized treatment.

{

Ymke's work showcases her dedication to advancing medical knowledge and
improving patient care. The contributions she makes in her field hold the po-
tential to generate valuable insights that may positively influence healthcare
outcomes.

“it's great to see how students are already engaged in research and | can only
encourage this. | look forward to meeting you at ISCOMS, where I'm eager to
exchange insights and inspire each other with new ideas!”
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Tom lieverse
President ISCOMS 2022

Dear participants,

My name is Tom Lieverse and | am a medical student at the University of Gro-
ningen. Currently, | am in my fourth year and doing my medical internships
at the University Medical Center of Groningen. ISCOMS also inspired me ex-
plore a scientific career for myself. Therefore, | will begin a full-time research
year in June at the Department of Internal Medicine!

As the president of ISCOMS 2022, | am honoured to be a jury member of

the 31 edition of ISCOMS this year! After more than 30 years of experience,
ISCOMS has grown to become the leading student congress in biomedical
sciences. | am very proud of this year’s organising committee because they
have once again created a wonderful program that | am sure you will all
enjoy. | am exceptionally proud of them for continuously enhancing ISCOMS,
even after 30 years of experience, and for consistently raising the bar.

| am convinced that students can make a difference if we keep inspiring each
other, exchange our scientific knowledge and start new collaborations, and
ISCOMS offers a unique platform to do so. | would like to wish you all a great
time at ISCOMS 2024, let’s enjoy science together!
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Plenary awards

Students who are selected to present their research during the plenary sessions have a chance of win-
ning one of the three plenary awards. The first prize consists of 1250 euros, the second prize consists of
750 euros, and the third prize consists of 250 euros. You can spend this money on visiting (bio)medical
congresses of your choice. The winners will be selected by a jury of renowned medical scientists and
(bio)medical students.

Plenary presentation: Audience award

The winner of this prize will be determined by the audience and the First Year Crew. The plenary pre-
senter most appreciated by the audience will receive a cheque of 150 euros to spend on visiting a (bio)
medical congress of the presenter’s choice.

World Health award

To stimulate and acknowledge students in the research of global health issues and their contribution to
global health in general, the WHO-supported World Health award consists of a one-year online subscrip-
tion to the Eastern Mediterranean Health Journal (EMHJ). This means that either the presenter comes
from a developing country, or the subject of the research affects developing countries.

Best Oral Abstract awards

The best oral abstracts will be awarded for Basic Sciences, Clinical Sciences, or Public Health. Our official
jury will select three winners out of all the different oral topics. Winners will receive a cheque of 150 eu-
ros to spend on visiting a (bio)medical congress of the presenter’s choice.

Session winners
In each oral session, the best presenter will be selected. All session winners will receive an official certifi-
cate.

Sustainability award

Celebrating Responsible Travel: As part of our ongoing commitment to sustainability, ISCOMS hosts

a sustainability award to recognize and celebrate participants who demonstrate exemplary efforts in
sustainable travel. Participants are invited to submit an essay detailing their sustainable travel practices
and the environmental initiatives they have undertaken to reduce their carbon footprint. By highligh-
ting these commendable efforts, we aim to inspire others and foster a culture of sustainability within
the scientific community. Three winners will be selected. The first prize consists of 200 euros, the second
prize consists of 150 euros and the third prize consists of 100 euros. You can spend this money on travel
costs or on visiting (bio)medical congresses of your choice.

Please note, all of the prizes which include money should be claimed in a maximum of three years after

the 31st edition of ISCOMS. The awards can only be spent on visiting (bio)medical congresses, and only
travel costs and the costs for the congress itself can be declared.

Please note, all of the prizes which include money should be claimed within a maximum of three years after
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Focus: Future Medicine

[Medical care is advancing towards greater personalization, digitization, and reliance on data. Much of
this progress can be attributed to advancements in artificial intelligence (Al) and the growing feasibi-
lity of economically sustainable pathways for personalised and gene therapeutic m